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Bearden also share the experience of haying suf- 
fered injuries and having played while hurt. It 
goes with the territory in major college athletics. 
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Three More For Moore 

To the surprise of no one, the board of 
trustee of The University of Alabama has ex- 
tended the contract of Mal Moore as athlet- 
ics director of the Crimson Tide. The 62- 
year-old Moore, who took over as athletics 
director in 1999, will serve through June, 
2005, under the extension. 

Moore’ relatively short tenure has already 
been marked by critical events, including 
the firing of former Head Football Coach 
Mike DuBose, the hiring of current Coach 
Dennis Franchione, the extension of con- 
tracts to Basketball Coach Mark Gottfried 
and Baseball Coach Jim Wells, the NCAA 
sanctions against Alabama football, and the 
unveiling of the Crimson Tradition 
Campaign, which will provide at least $100 
million in improvements to Bama’s athletics 
facilities. 

The contract extension was approved 
unanimously by both the Athletics 
Committee and the Compensation Commit- 
tee of the board. 


High Rankings 

In the two highest profile college sports, 
football and men’s basketball, it has been a 
good time for Alabama lately. In late 
November the Crimson Tide [football 
team—which started the season unranked— 
moved into the nation’s top ten ratings in 
the Associated Press poll, joining the basket- 
ball team. The basketball squad was ranked 
eighth in pre-season, then moved to number 
four with Bama’s upset win over previously 
third-ranked Oklahoma, Meanwhile, the 
Tide football team jumped up to number 
nine with a 31-0 romp over defending 
Southeastern Conference champion LSU. 

Having both teams ranked in the nation’s 
top LO has occurred in seven different sea- 
sons, including this one. The first time was 
in 1972-73 when the Alabama basketball 
team spent two weeks in the top 10 in late 
January after the football team finished sev- 
enth in the final poll. In 1973-74 the basket- 
ball team spent seven weeks in the top 10 
after the football team finished fourth in the 
final ranking. In 1974-75 the basketball 


SCORECARD 


team spent 13 weeks in the top 10 and the 
football team finished fifth. In 1975-76 the 
basketball team spent seven weeks in the 
top 10, reaching as high as number six on 
March 2, 1976, The football team was third 
in that final 1975 poll. In February 1982 the 
basketball team was ranked eighth with the 
football team ending 1981 at seventh. And 
on January 13, 1992, the basketball team 
was ranked eighth while the football team 
finished eighth in the 1991 AP poll. 

Ordinarily the pressure is on the basket- 
ball team to make both teams ranked. 
Alabama football teams have been ranked in 
the nation’s top [0 in 31 different seasons 
since the poll was started in 1936. Only 
Notre Dame (35) and Michigan (34) have 
been ranked in the top 10 in more seasons 
than Bama. 


Basketball Problems 

Alabama's men’s basketball team will have 
a better chance at finishing the season very 
high if the Tide can get all of its players eli- 
gible. In a stunning development in early 
November, The University announced that 
one player will miss a substantial portion of 
the season and another player's eligibility 
status is under review. 

Lucky Williams, a sophomore on the 
men's basketball team, has been ruled ineli- 
gible by the NCAA for the first 14 regularly 
scheduled games of the 2002-03 season 
based on the receipt of pre-college expenses 
prior to his enrollment at The University of 
Alabama. Williams incurred those expenses 
as an international student while pursuing 
his high school education in the United 
States. He will be eligible to play in Bama's 
fourth SEC game of the year, against Auburn 
on January 18. 

This is the second blow to Williams’ play- 
ing career. Last year as a true freshman he 
was held out because Alabama's compliance 
office mistakenly had him academically inel- 
igible. Had the latest problem surfaced then, 
Williams could have taken his penalty last 
year. Williams was listed as a redshirt [resh- 
man prior to this season, although the an- 
nouncement of his suspension listed him as 
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a sophomore. He will now have missed a 
year and a half of competition. 

The University also announced a review 
into the playing status of [reshman forward 
Kennedy Winston due to possible receipt of 
pre-college expenses not associated with 
The University. Winston will not be eligible 
to compete until this issue is resolved. 

This would ordinarily be handled by an 
investigation by the institution with the 
school and the NCAA agreeing on a penally. 
However, the NCAA elected to remove 
Alabama from the process, which is expect- 
ed to delay a decision by at least several 
weeks, perhaps longer. 

Tide Coach Mark Gottfried said he could 
not comment on the case under orders from 
new SEC Commissioner Mike Slive. 


Basketball Expectations 

One of the good things about college bas- 
ketball, unlike football at the Division 1A 
level, is that at the end of the season, basket- 
ball will have the NCAA Tournament to de- 
termine a true champion. Meanwhile, for a 
team like Alabama, the year basically is di- 
vided into three seasons, There are the non- 
conference November and December games, 
sometimes holiday tournaments or classics. 
Then there is the Southeastern Conference 
season And finally the most popular time of 
the season, post-season play, the conference 
tournament and then NCAA or NIT. 

Meanwhile, pre-season speculation is in- 
teresting. 

Ifa basketball team is going to make some 
noise in the early part of the season, there is 
no better place to do it than New York. And 
Bama did it up right. In a most prestigious 
event, the Coaches Against Cancer Classic at 
Madison Square Garden, Alabama stole the 
show. The Tide rode the 25-point perfor- 
mance of sophomore guard Mo Williams, 
the spark of back-up guard Antoine Pettway, 
and the strong inside play of pre-season 
Associated Press All-America Erwin Dudley 
and Kenny Walker to an upset of Oklahoma. 

Alabama, which won last year's SEC regu- 
lar season championship, is the [favorite to 
repeat in 2003 according to a vote by media 
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gathered in Birmingham at the SEC 
Basketball Media Day: Of the 35 voter bal- 
lots, 20 voted for the Tide to win it all. 
Alabama was also the overwhelming favorite 
to win the SEC Western Division. In the 
overall league title voting, Alabama was first 
(20), followed by Florida and Georgia with 
four votes apiece, Kentucky (3), Mississippi 
State (2) and Auburn and Ole Miss with one 
vote apiece. 

Alabama's senior power forward Erwin 
Dudley, the 2002 SEC Player of the Year, was 
voted the pre-season favorite to repeat as the 
league's best player. Georgia’s Jarvis Hayes 
was second, followed by Mississippi State's 
Mario Austin and Kentucky's Keith Bogans. 

The media's pre-season All-SEC team in- 
cluded two Tide first team players, Dudley 
and sophomore point guard Mo Williams, as 
well as Austin, Hayes and Florida’s Brett 
Nelson. 

The women’s team of Coach Rick Moody 
was picked ninth in the 12-team league. 


Baseball Has Big Losses 

Just about the time Alabama's media rela- 
tions office might have started planning a 
campaign for Peter Stonard to win the 
Golden Spikes Award—college baseball's 
equivalent to the Heisman Trophy—a very 
not funny thing happened. Stonard, along 
with Chad White, was dismissed from the 
team by Coach Jim Wells. Wells did not clis- 
close the reason for the dismissal, but said it 
was a University matter, that the two had 
been suspended for violation of University 
policy. 

Stonard was one of the nation’s top return- 
ing players. Last year, alter starting out in 
right field, he moved to second base to help 
alleviate an injury problem for Bama, and 
turned in an All-SEC year. He batted .411 
and would have been the top returning hit- 
ter in the SEC this season, his junior year. 
He also had five home runs and batted in 42 
runs. He followed up his Alabama season by 
earning the MVP Award in the prestigious 
Cape Cod League this summer. Stonard is 
projected to be a high Major League Baseball 
draft choice next spring, 

White was a parttime player early last sea- 
son, but finished strong, including being 
named to the NCAA Regional All- 
Tournament team. He batted .330 and drove 
in 17 runs. 

A University spokesman said it was “possi- 
ble” that one or both might return to the 
team in 2004, but that is considered ex- 
tremely unlikely. 


Kimani Can Run 

Alabama distance runner David Kimani 
was to compete for his second NCAA cross 
country championship and hopefully lead 
the Tide men to a high national finish at the 
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national championship meet in Terre Haute, 
Indiana, November 25. 

Kimani certainly had a good season lead- 
ing up to the NCAA meet. 

First Kimani claimed his third straight in- 
dividual championship in the SEC meet. He 
is only the third athlete to win three consec- 
utive SEC cross country championships and 
the Tirst since 1942. His time of 24:05.18 in 
the eight-kilometer race was more than 15 
seconds faster than the runner-up. 

Bama finished second to Arkansas in the 
team competition. 

In the NCAA South Regional at Knoxville, 
Bama qualified for the NCAA Champion- 
ships by winning the regional. In that meet 
Kimani finished first, just ahead of his 
Crimson Tide teammate, Peter Kiprono. 

Alabama was ranked 25th in the nation 
going into the NCAA meet. 


Not A Bad Loss 

How can Alabama lose to Louisiana- 
Monroe? In anything? It happened to the 
Alabama women’s swimming and diving 
team of Coach Don Wagner this year, but 
there were extenuating circumstances. The 
Crimson Tide was invited to participate in 
the prestigious Dallas Swimming and Diving 
Classic, a meet of the nation’s top teams. 
Each team was allowed to bring nine swim- 
mers and one diver to the event. That left 
Bama with only eight performers (five swim- 
mers and three divers) to swim against 
Louisiana-Monroe, and the Tide couldn't 
overcome the numbers and lost. 

But with junior diver Lane Bassham win- 
ning on both the one- and three-meter 
boards, Bama had an impressive fifth place 
finish in Dallas, 

The Alabama women are ranked 17th in 
the nation and the Crimson Tide men are 
ranked 18th. 


Doubles Winners 

Alabama's Stephen Mitchell and Geoff 
Hiscox won the doubles draw in the South 
region of the Omni Hotels National Indoor 
Tennis Championship in Lexington, 
Kentucky. Mitchell and Hiscox, unranked in 
the preseason polls by the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association, defeated 29th ranked 
Ben Stapp and Lee Taylor Walker of 
Memphis, 8-5, in the final round. 

The doubles draw consisted of 64 tandems 
from 29 different schools. The South is one 
of eight regions represented in the National 
Indoor Championship. The regional win en- 
abled Mitchell and Hiscox to compete with 
seven other doubles teams for the National 
Championship in Dallas. 

Two other doubles teams also had an im- 
pressive weekend for the Crimson Tide, only 
losing to Stapp and Walker, the same pair 
from Memphis that reached the final. 


William Boyles and Chris Gostek were de- 
feated in the second round while Max Belski 
and Brad Friedman were defeated in the 
quarterfinals. 

“It was a good effort all around for dou- 
bles,” Alabama Head Coach Billy Pate said. 
“Anybody in our lineup is capable of break- 
ing through, This is the toughest region in 
the country and | am very proud of these 
guys.” 

In the singles draw, Mitchell made it to the 
third round and Max Belski was defeated in 
the second round. Lt was the final fall action 
for the men’s tennis team. 


Soccer Honors 

Alabama senior defender Missy Keller was 
named second team All-SEC in voting by the 
league's soccer coaches. Keller had also been 
named second team All-SEC as a sopho- 
more. Keller had her most elficient offensive 
season as she had five points off a goal and 
three assists. She also played a career high 
1,757 minutes, second on Bama’s all-time 
list. 

Four Tide players were named Academic 
All-District. Juniors Dawn Nash and Katie 
Holtzapfel and senior Kim Zarzour were all 
named first team performers while sopho- 
more Katie French was named to the second 
team, 

Holtzapfel, a Nursing major with a 4.0 
GPA, ranked fourth on the team in scoring 
this year with a career highs in goals (7) and 
points (16). Nash, a Nursing major with a 
3.80 GPA, led the team in scoring and 
ranked sixth in the SEC with 27 points and 
sixth in the conference with 10 goals. 
Zarzour, who has a +.0 in Communicative 
Disorders, was named Academic All- 
America last season. She tied her career high 
in goals scored with five this season includ- 
ing game-winning goals at Tulane and 
against Chattanooga, French, a Pre-Major 
Studies major with a 3.84 GPA, ranked sec- 
ond on the team and seventh in the SEC in 
points scored with 26. She tied Nash for 
the most goals scored with 10 and ranked 
ninth in the conference in assists with six. 


Volleyball Milestone 

Although Alabama's volleyball team was 
eliminated from the SEC Tournament by 
home-standing Arkansas, it was not before 
the Crimson Tide of Coach Judy Green had 
some success. In the opening round, seventh 
seeded Alabama upset second seed and na- 
tionally 18th-ranked South Carolina in 
straight games. Bama had been beaten by the 
Gamecocks by 3-0 scores in two regular sea- 
son matches. The victory was the first in 
program history over a nationally ranked 
team. 

Alabama finished the Season with a 19-14 
record. 
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Early Signees: © 


by Kirk McNair 


Men’s basketball gets 
three who had committed 


n adage has it that recruiting is a 
Ax per year job for major col- 

lege coaches. Maybe so. But Alabama 
Men's Basketball Coach Mark Gottfried and 
his staff are likely to be spending much of 
their recruiting time over the next few 
months on the prospects for 2003-04. That's 
because Bama, with three seniors on its 
squad, has added three newcomers in the 
early signing period in mid-November. 

There were no surprises in the group, All 
three had committed to the Crimson Tide 
months earlier, The three high school seniors 
who signed with Bama are: 

Forward Akini Adkins, 6-8, 200; forward 
Jamareo Davidson, 6-10, 200; and center 
Shawn Taylor, 6-10, 215. 

Gottfried said, “I think they address some 
needs that we have as far as size and interior 
players. Akini in particular is a player who | 
think is going to get better and better. He's 
very eager to learn. He’s really athletic and | 
like his skills. I think he’s got a chance to 
play quickly.” 

Adkins is from Tallahassee, Florida He's a 
senior at Leon High School where he aver- 
aged 17 points and 11] rebounds as a junior 
last season. 

Davidson averaged 18 points and 11 re- 
bounds at Stone Mountain, Georgia, High 
School as a junior last season. He’s now at 
Wheeler High School in Adanta. 

Gottfried said, “Jemareo is a very talented 
young person who we think has the poten- 
tial to be very good. He's very versatile. Very 
skilled. And I think he can really be an ex- 
ceptional inside player because of how 
skilled he is at his size. He’s a very good ball 
handler, passer, and shooter.” 

Taylor has transferred to Perry High School 
for his senior season but averaged 16 points, 
11 rebounds and 10 blocks at Dooly County 
High School near Vienna, Georgia. 

“Shawn is a guy who | think has a great fu- 
ture,” said Gottfried. “He’s another player 
who is anxious to get better. He seems to be 
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Shawn Taylor 


extremely hungry to improve. He has the 
unique ability to block shots as well as any- 
body I've seen here recently. He's very quick, 
jumps quick. He's very athletic.” 

Thelnsiders.com rated Adkins and 
Davidson among the nation’s top 85 
prospects regardless of position. The service 
rated Adkins the number 21 small forward 
prospect in the nation, Davidson the number 
21 power forward prospect in the nation, 
and Taylor the number 25 center prospect in 
the nation. 

Gottfried says all three players are expected 
to qualify academically, 

Academic considerations may be why 
Alabama has not yet pursued the player 
many believe to be the top prospect in 
Alabama. James Lang is a 6-10, 305-pound 
center at Central Park Christian in 
Birmingham, from where Alabama has previ- 
ously signed Rod Grizzard and Lucky 
Williams. Lang committed to Louisville last 
summer, but may not have signed in the 
early signing period pending his academic 
status. There have also been reports that he 
intends to go directly from high school to an 
attempt at professional basketball. 

There is a late signing period beginning in 
April and there is a possibility Bama could go 
after Lang and/or others in that late period. 

The week-long early signing period is for 
most winter and spring sports with the late 
signing period to follow. And men's basket- 
ball was not the only Alabama sport to add 


Akini Adkins 


newcomers in this year’s early signing peri- 
od. Because The University can make no an- 
nouncement regarding signees until signed 
documents are received, it is likely that more 
signees from this early period will be an- 
nounced later. 


omen’s Basketball Coach Rick 
Moody may get the award for 
“understatement.” He said it was 


Alabama's intention “to add some size.” 
Among the first three signees in the early pe- 
riod is Tamisha Hamilton of Corpus Christi, 
Texas. 

Hamilton is 6-5, 285. To put that into per- 
spective, Tommy Deas of The Tuscaloosa 
News pointed out that she is one inch taller 
and two pounds lighter than Bama football 
defensive tackle Jarret Johnson. 

Hamilton was all-state last year at Roy 
Miller High School. She was also the Texas 
Prep Track and Field Athlete of the Year after 
winning the shot put crown. 

Moody said, “One of our major needs was 
to add some size to our roster and with the 
addition of Tamisha | believe that we have 
done that. Jamilah (Johns) will be graduating 
this year and that left us with just one post 
player over six feet. | am ecstatic to be sign- 
ing a player with Tamisha’s physical pres- 
ence. I don’t think we've ever had a player 
that possessed as much size and athleticism. 
She has good speed, great skills and is a true 
force on the blocks.” 
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Last year she averaged 19 points, 12.5 re- 
bounds and 2.8 blocked shots per game. In 
her season-opener this year she had 22 
points and 12 rebounds. Hamilton, who 
plans to go out for track and field at Bama 
following her freshman year, picked the Tide 
over Arkansas, LSU, TCU and Syracuse. She 
also had an offer of a scholarship in track 
from Georgia. 

Also signing with Alabama in the early 
signing period was Krista Watson, a 6-4 post 
player from Gainesville, Georgia, and 5-10 
wing player Navonda Moore of Jackson, 
Mississippi. 

Watson is playing at Gainesville High 
School this year after playing her first three 
prep seasons at Greater Atlanta Christian. A 
member of GCA’s 2A State Championship 
team last year, she averaged 10 points and 
six rebounds a game as a junior. Watson 
helped lead the Georgia Metros AAU squad 
to a third place naitonal finish last year. Over 
the past two summers, she has spent time 
working on her game with former Virginia 
and NBA standout, Ralph Sampson. 

“Krista is a passionate player with a real 
love for the game of basketball,” said Moody. 
“She comes from a winning program and has 
a tremendous winning attitude. Krista has a 
tireless work ethic and over the past two 
years she has improved greatly offensively.” 

Moore is considered to be the leading can- 
didate for Miss Basketball in Mississippi. She 
is a four-year standout at Murrah High 
School. A first team all-state performer last 
year, she led Murrah to a 32-3 rcord and its 
fourth state championship in the past five 
years. A talented all-around player she aver- 
aged 18.7 points, 10 rebounds, 3.6 steals and 
2.5 assists a game as a prep junior. Moore 
comes from the same high school as current 
Bama men’s basketball star Mo Williams. 

“Nayonda is a tremendously athletic 
perimeter player,” said Moody. “She comes 
from a strong high school program and 
knows what it takes to win. She has a win- 
ning attitude on and off the court and is as 
athletic as any player on our team.” 


ew Alabama Men's Golf Coach Jay 
New has been on board barely 
three months, but has shown with 
his first recruiting class that he understands 
the importance of having talented players. 
Seawell landed three players in the early pe- 
tiod for a Crimson Tide team that will go 
into spring play ranked 25th in the nation. 
The new Tiders include a top national re- 
cruit, the America Junior Golf low round 
record-holder, and an international golfer 
who is his country’s amateur champion and 


DECEMBER 2002/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Amy Middleton 


national team member. 

“Lam excited about the class we've signed 
because they all have the same goal that we 
do here in our golf program, and that’s to 
win and bring championships to The 
University of Alabama,” said Seawell. 
“They're all good students and they are all 
talented golfers who are coming here to play 
golf and win championships as well as earn 
their degree.” 

Two are from the state of Alabama, Joseph 
Sykora of Daphne and Stewart Whitt of 
Athens. Sykora is a senior at Mobile's UMS- 
Wright. He won the 2002 Future Masters 
championship. He ranks in the top 25 na- 
tionally among junior golfers and is a third 
team national junior All-America. 

“Joseph is one of the best players in the na- 
tion,” said Seawell. “He'll be an immediate 
impact player. He could have gone anywhere 
in the country, and we're very excited he 
chose Alabama. He'll be an outstanding stu- 
dent who will be part of the Honors College 
at Alabama, and he has already qualified as a 
Capstone Scholar.” 

Whitt, a senior at Athens High, holds the 
American junior scoring record. Whitt shot 
62, the lowest round in the history of 
American junior golf tournament play, in the 
final round of the Henry Griffitts Rome 
Classic. His round included 10 birdies and 
eight pars on the par-72 course. He finished 
second in that event and was featured in 
“Faces in the Crowd” for his feat in Sports 
Illustrated. Whitt finished among the top 
five in the Alabama state junior amateur. 

“Stewart has proven he knows how to 
shoot low numbers,” said Seawell. “He 


Josie Lowder 


brings an immense amount of talent that will 
help us achieve our goals. He’s a birdie ma- 
chine. If he focuses solely on golf, he has a 
chance to become a future star.” 

Rounding out the group of November 
signees is Max Alverio of Humacao, Puerto 
Rico. Alverio is the Puerto Rican amateur 
champion as well as the Caribbean amateur 
champion. He played on the Puerto Rico 
National team in the recent World Amateur 
in Malaysia. 

“Max has world amateur experience, so he 
should be able to come straight in and play 
college golf with that experience level,” said 
Seawell. “They all seem to have a common 
goal to help Alabama win championships. 
I'm excited about my first recruiting class be- 
cause | believe this group will lay such a 
solid foundation for Alabaina golf.” 


‘omen’s Golf Coach Betty Palmer 
added two new players in the fall 
signing period. They are Amy 


Middleton of Citronelle and Josie Lowder of 
Petersburg, Illinois. 

“Lam excited about the addition of both of 
these young ladies,” said Palmer. “They are 
both very talented players and will have an 
immediate impact on our depth and experi- 
ence level.” 

An all-state performer at Citronelle High 
School, Middleton was the Alabama High 
School champion last spring after carding the 
lowest two-day total in Alabama girls’ prep 
championship history. An active player in the 
state amateur ranks, she is a four-time 
WAGA Medallist and Champion. Middleton 
became the youngest state junior champion 


Abbi Blackburn 


in 1998 when she won the crown at age 13. 
In addition, Middleton has earned four top 
five national finishes in AJGA events. 

Palmer said, “Any time we can get an in- 
state player with her credentials it is very ex- 
citing. She has a very strong work ethic. 
Amy is going to be a great addition to our 
program.” 

Lowder is a four-year letterwinner from 
Porta High School. The 2001 Illinois State 
Champion in the prep ranks, she helped 
guide the Bluejays to three consecutive sec- 
tion and regional titles. Lowder won 40 of 
her 70 prep matches and led her team with a 
75.4 average as a senior. An all-around ath- 
lete, she also lettered four seasons in basket- 
ball for Porta. 

“Josie is a truly gifted athlete,” said Palmer. 
“She is one of the strongest junior players in 
the Midwest. She has been very successful 
and possesses a lot of good tournament ex- 
perience.” 


olleyball head coach Judy Green an- 

V nounced the signing of three stu- 

dent-athletes to national letters-of- 

intent to play for the Crimson Tide next fall. 

The newcomers are Abbi Blackburn, Katie 

Barker and Rachael Green. Barker and Green 

are both middle blockers while Blackburn is 
a setter-outside hitter. 

“I'm very pleased to be adding a group 
with the experience and skills of these three 
players,” said Green. “All three of them 
come from winning programs and possess a 
great winning attitude. They are all out- 
standing student-athletes on the court and 
in the classroom.” 
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Rachael Green 


Blackburn, a 5-11 native of New Castle, 
Indiana, is a four year letterwinner from 
Chrysler High School. A two-time all-state 
selection, she guided her school to an ap- 
pearance in the state final four in 2001. A 
left-handed hitter, Blackburn has twice led 
her prep team in hitting percentage. She is a 
member of the Munciana Club team that has 
captured a pair of AAU age group National 
Championships. Blackburn was a club team- 
mate of current Bama standout Erin Heffner. 

“Abbi may be one of the best all-around 
volleyball players we've signed,” said Green. 
“She has a wealth of volleyball knowledge 
and a tremendous amount of experience 
playing at a high national level. She has a 
strong left-handed swing. I’m excited about 
training her at the setter spot because | think 
it will provide our team with a large amount 
of versatility.” 

Barker, a 6-2 middle from Garland, Texas, 
is a four-year standout from Garland 
Christian High School. A three-time all-dis- 
trict honoree, she was named all-state this 
year. A team captain this past season, Barker 
helped lead her school to back-to-back final 
four appearances. She is also a standout bas- 
ketball player having earned all-state honors 
in addition to owning the school single sea- 
son rebounding and blocked shot records. 
Barker is a member of the North Dallas Club 
team. 

“Katie is a tremendous athlete,” said 
Green. “She is an extremely competitive 
player who possesses all the qualities that we 
are looking for in a middle blocker. Katie is a 
complete player on the court.” 

Green, a 6-3 native of Ooltewah, 
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Katie Barker 


Tennessee, is a four year standout from 
Ooltewah High School. Named the Region 
3A Tournament MVP as a senior, Green 
helped lead her team to three state semi-fi- 
nalist finishes and a runner-up showing in 
2001. Green was named the Chattanooga 
Times-Free Press Player of the Year this sea- 
son and was also named to the AAA state all- 
tournament team. A member of the Auanta 
Juniors Club team, she also lettered in bas- 
ketball. 

“Rachael has a great combination of 
strength, speed and size to play the middle 
blocker position,” Green said. “She is a 
tremendous jumper and a good all-around 
athlete. | really like her enthusiastic atti- 
tude.” 


en's Tennis Coach Billy Pate signed 
Euisik Jung of Deerfield Beach, 
Florida. A senior at Cardinal 


Gibbons High School in Fort Lauderdale, 
Jung is 108 in the International Tennis 
Federation’s world junior rankings. In 
September Jung earned his way to the main 
draw of the 2002 U.S. Open juniors as a 
qualifier and advanced to the round of 32 
before losing to Wimbledon junior singles 
champion Todd Reid of Australia. 

“I am extremely pleased to have Euisik 
join our program,” said Pate. “Not only is he 
one of the top junior talents in the United 
States, he also displays tremendous maturity 
and character—areas we value quite strongly 
in this program. He has vast experience in 
tournament play, both in the U.S. and 
abroad. | expect him to make an immediate 
impact.” 
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Playing With Pain: 


Aches Are Part Of College Athletics 


by Drew Champlin 


Mental attitude important 
to athlete pushing through 
pain to play the game 


he Alabama football player was in 

pain. He had a broken fibula and 

could only watch as his team made 
preparations for the biggest game of the year, 
the Tennessee game to be played in 
Knoxville. Not only would he not play in the 
game, he didn’t even expect to be in uniform. 
But the day before the game, a “magician 
waved his wand,” wrote Bob Wilson in the 
Knoxville News-Sentinel. The Alabama player 
would be able to dress for the game. And 
when the player was assured there was no 
chance of “the bone sticking out” during 
competition, it was all but a foregone con- 
clusion the Crimson Tider would be on the 
field. 

As it turned out on that third Saturday in 
October-October 18, 1935-end Paul “Bear” 
Bryant not only played, but he played well in 
helping Alabama to a 25-0 win over the 
Volunteers. 

On crutches the day before, Bryant was 
playing with a crack through his fibula the 
next day. Yes, it hurt. The pain may have 
been almost (dare we say?) unbearable. But 
Bryant played right through it. 

“Well, every time my weight came down 
on it, I knew it was there,” Bryant said after 
the game. “And, if I stubbed my toe or any- 
one hit it, well, it hurt. | was as lucky as a 
priest, because I played the rest of that year 
on that broken leg. It wasn’t much of a 
break, but it was broken, and I was fortunate 
to have a good game against Tennessee that 
afternoon.” 

On a Saturday afternoon in October 2001, 
another Tide player played against Tennessee 
with a broken bone in his leg. While the re- 
sults weren’t the same-the Tide lost to 
Tennessee 35-24, a seventh consecutive loss 
by Bama to the Vols—a redshirt freshman 
tackle named Evan Mathis was in the start- 
ing lineup, playing that game (and the ma- 
jority of the season) with the broken bone. 
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Evan Mathis earned a starting job at right tackle as a redshirt freshman in 2001 and didn’t want to 


jeopardize that position by allowing the pain of a broken leg to slow him down. 


Its not the only injury Mathis has dealt 
with during his brief career. He has also had 
problems with his toe, back, and shoulder. 
But it seems nothing will keep him out of ac- 
tion. 

“Playing with the pain is pretty bad,” 
Mathis said. “When | woke up in the morn- 
ing, | could barely walk sometimes. It took a 
while to get used to. Lots of people at this 
level have a good career but only play their 
junior and senior years. I wanted it (to play) 
too bad and couldn't wait too long. You can 
let injuries slow you down, but I was deter- 
mined not to let that happen to me.” 


Barry Fikes Photo 


ain is a part of athletics, and particu- 
larly football. Mathis is one of many 
Tide football players who have played 
with some sort of pain. Others include: 
Hirchel Bolden and Sam Collins, who have 
had shoulder problems; Tyler Watts, who has 
dealt with foot problems this season and 
other injuries in the past; and most notably 
punter Lane Bearden, who finished his se- 
nior season playing with a torn anterior cru- 
ciate ligament. 
Like Bryant in 1935, Bearden was assured 
by team doctors there could be no more 
damage because of participation. 
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“In this game, you play with pain,” 
Alabama Coach Dennis Franchione said. 
“Every player does. But in order to play D-1 
football, you have to play with pain. If you 
can't do that, you're going to have a tough 
time being as good a player as you need to 
be.” 

Franchione said that when it comes to de- 
termining the fine line between pain and in- 
jury, its always up to the trainers and doctors 
to decide. Obviously, if a player has an injury, 
he can’t go, but if a player can play with pain 
and not be injured any further, then the de- 
termining factor can be pain threshold. 

“Pain is not necessarily the key,” Head 
Trainer Rodney Brown said. “What deter- 
mines how quickly they can come back is 
how they respond to the pain. Some players 
can experience pain and it not bother them 
very much. But others have a hard time deal- 
ing with even a minor pain.” 

Brown said that although there can be a 
timetable determined for most injuries, it is 
usually up to the individual as to when one 
will be able to return to action. 

“You work within a framework, but there 
is no definite answer,” Brown said. “Every 
player and injury is different. If a player has 
a second-degree MCL (medial collateral liga- 
ment) sprain of his knee, you're not going to 
say ‘We're holding this guy out two weeks, 
regardless.’ Some guys can come back in a 
week. Some guys may take longer. It's indi- 
vidualized, but there are basic, ballpark 
guidelines to follow.” 

Why would an athlete attempt to compete 
when it hurts? For Terry Jones, Jr., a tight 
end for the Tide from 1998-2001, it was all 
about proving people wrong. Jones tore one 
knee ligament during his senior year in high 
school, then tore a ligament in his other 
knee during his junior season at The 
Capstone. His rehabilitation—"rehab,” in the 
vernacular of athletics-from both injuries 
went well enough to get him a scholarship 
offer to play college football, and eventually 
a spot on an NFL roster, with the Baltimore 
Ravens. 

“I's an ego or pride thing,” Jones said. 
“You don’t want to go out there and hear 
somebody say you can't do it. One of the 
biggest things that motivated me were the 
doubters. There were a lot of people that said 
‘He can’t do it. He’s got two blown knees. 
He's not going to have a chance to go to the 
NFL.’ That was something that kept motivat- 
ing me every day.” 
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he pain is there. Athletes know it, and 

usually others know it too. Tyler 

Watts dealt with numerous injuries 
during his career, yet he still carried on with 
his job of playing quarterback for the 
Crimson Tide. 

“It hurts,” Watts said. “Believe me, it hurts. 
But it really is amazing. Once you get into 
the flow of the game and you really start get- 
ting your adrenaline going, you tend to for- 


get about it. You don’t feel the pain or the 
soreness until the next day.” 

Even though the pain is there the next day, 
a football player will still want to play in the 
next game. Why? While the season may last 


just as long as others, there are fewer games 


in a football season than in many other 
sports. 

“You only get a dozen or so opportunities a 
year to play,” Watts said. “That's just 11 or 12 
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or 13 days out of 365. You have to cherish 
your chances and make the most of them. 
There are going to be a lot of times when 
you have to play with pain.” 

It seems offensive linemen recover from in- 
juries more quickly than those at other posi- 
tions in football. Obviously, offensive line- 
men don’t have to have the speed of those at 
skill positions or as chasers on the defensive 
side. Center Alonzo Ephraim sprained his 
knee in the Tide’s win over Arkansas earlier 
in the year, and wasn’t expected back for an- 
other three weeks. When he played the very 
next week against Georgia, he exceeded the 
expectations of the medical staff, but not 
those of himself. 

“It goes with the territory, especially play- 
ing the o-line,” Ephraim said. “Everyone ex- 
pects offensive linemen to play with all 
amounts of pain. Its more of a want-to and 
its more of a mental state.” Ephraim is very 
religious and attributes his recovery to the 
power of his religion. 

The trainer is one of the most important el- 
ements in college athletics. 

“It's a level of trust to develop between the 
player and the trainer,” assistant trainer 


Steve Martin said. “You know some injuries 
are not going to get worse. A broken bone 
for instance. But other injuries—particularly if 
there is some doubt about exactly what the 
injury is, such as ligament damage-can sud- 
denly be much more severe in the mind of 
the player. Its something to be afraid of. 

“Most athletes can handle pain better if 
they know that participating is not going to 
make the injury worse,” Martin said. “But if 
the player thinks that participation could ag- 
gravate the injury, he is less likely to push 
through the pain.” 


t is not only the male athletes who have 

to deal with pain. Females participate in 

sports too, and much like the males, they 
will acquire injuries from time to time. 
Perhaps the most visible example of an 
Alabama female athlete with a major injury 
was Andreé Pickens, who suffered a ruptured 
achilles tendon late in the 2001 season, her 
junior year. Head Coach Sarah Patterson de- 
scribed the injury as a “9-12 month injury,” 
but said Pickens did not have that much 
time to recover for her final season. She 
made it back just before the end of the 2002 
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season and played a major role in the Tide's 
championship. But the tough part for 
Patterson, and for Pickens, was trying to get 
Pickens to accept the fact that she wasn’t 
ready to come back as soon as she wanted to. 

“It definitely was a fight,” Patterson said. 
“It was a battle of the wills. There were times 
where it was literally ‘You are done. You have 
to get off the equipment and leave.’ It took 
her a while, but she realized she was going to 
make it, just not on the time schedule she 
wanted.” 

It was tough for Pickens, an All-America 
before and after the injury. “[1 wanted to 
come back soon] but my body wasn’t able 
to,” Pickens said. “Any athlete wants to be 
back to where she was before as soon as pos- 
sible. It was difficult to deal with. 

“Athletes want to compete for the sake of 
the team. You practice with pain, but you 
have to put it out of your mind. If your team 
is in a championship meet, you want to be 
out there helping.” 

But for Pickens, it wasn’t about getting back 
to the scene as soon as possible to prepare for 
a professional career. Unlike many other 
sports, the age of a senior in college is close 
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to the end of a gymnast’s career. Many of the 
Olympic gymnasts are only in their teens, 
competing at the highest level possible. 

“In some sports, they can look at it and say 
‘Ok if I didn’t compete this year, my profes- 
sional career down the road is more impor- 
tant,” Patterson said. “For Andreé, there was 
no professional career. This was it. This was 
her last hurrah. She was without a doubt one 
of the toughest individuals | have ever 
coached in terms of being strong and fight- 
ing through her injury, and sometimes that 
was to her detriment.” 

Beth Vice is another woman athlete who 
has dealt with pain over her career as a guard 
on the women’s basketball team. From her 
high school days in Kentucky, she has had 
recurring problems in both knees. Vice, who 
has been one of the top three-point shooters 
for the Tide in her career, had to redshirt in 
her second season, but has recovered to the 
extent that the pain doesn’t keep her out of 
any more games. Vice played every game last 
season, and is looking to do the same in this 
season, her senior year. 

Vice was described by Trainer Sherry 
Kimbro as one who would run as far away 
from the trainers as she could. Eventually, 
she started listening to them, but it was near- 
ly impossible to keep this sharpshooter off 
the court. 

“T felt like there were still things I could do 
even if I was hurt,” Vice said. “I felt like 
there was something I could bring to the 
team. I try to do what the trainers tell me to 
do, but if there’s any way I can go out there 
and play and practice, that’s what I will do.” 

Even after all the surgeries and long 
months of rehabilitation, there was nothing 
that was going to push Vice away from the 
game for good. 

“You love the game too much to quit,” Vice 
said. “That's why I came here, I’m on schol- 
arship for basketball. I'm not going to quit. 
I've never quit anything in my life. As long as 
I can walk down the floor, stop and shoot, 
then that’s what I’m going to do. I feel like if 
I quit playing, then I'd be letting my team- 
mates and coaches down as well as myself.” 

According to Brian Parker, a graduate stu- 
dent who is the head trainer for the women’s 
soccer team, soccer is second only to football 
in injury rate. Parker provides injury infor- 
mation to Coach Don Staley, but Staley will 
sometimes leave it up to the players to de- 
cide if they want to play if and only if it’s de- 
termined that playing with pain will not 
cause further injury. 

“As a coach, | want my star players in 
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Sometimes the tough guys aren’t guys at all. Beth Vice, a sharp-shooting guard for the Alabama 


women’s basketball team, has had to overcome a history of knee injuries. 


there,” Staley said. “But I also don’t want to 
push them. I ask them ‘Can you go?’ or ‘Do 
you want to go?’ The reply is almost always 
‘Yes I want to go. I'm not going to be 100 per 
cent, but I'll give you whatever I have.’ That 
honesty is so much appreciated.” 

Staley said, “Caroline Bolz is a kid who's 
been in a reserve role this year. She finally 
got an opportunity to play and did well, 
which gave her another opportunity. But in 
the next game she’s as sick as she could be. 
We had to pull her out of the game. She was 
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almost in tears because she wanted to play 
and help the team.” 

Before coming to Alabama Staley spent 
time as a coach and player at Radford 
University, where he dealt only with men. 
After 15 years of coaching both men’s and 
women's soccer, he has noticed that there are 
some differences in how the two genders 
handle their pain. 

“My women’s players are just as tough and 
play with just as much pain as the guys,” 
Staley said. 
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Gymnastics Outlook: 


Tide Goes 
For Repeat 
NCAA Title 


by Andrew Varble II 


Seven returning gymnasts 
joined by seven talented 
freshmen performers 


t is natural that gymnastics coaches 

would be interested in balance. For one 

thing, the balance beam is one of the 
events in gymnastics. More important, bal- 
ance is critical to success in all areas of gym- 
nastics, as it is in athletics in general. 
Alabama Head Gymnastics Coach Sarah 
Patterson, and her husband, Associate Head 
Coach David Patterson, are going into their 
25th year as leaders of the Bama program. 
And they stress balance. 

But the Pattersons are interested in more 
than just balance on the beam or the floor 
exercise. They want their charges to have it 
in all aspects of their lives. Being strong in 
the gym must be balanced with being strong 
in the classroom. Receiving support from 
the local community to the tune of nearly 
10,000 fans per meet over the last six years 
is balanced by a squad that works tirelessly 
in the area of community outreach. 

But when Sarah Patterson, the newest in- 
ductee into the Alabama Sports Hall of 
Fame, talks about the balance of this year's 
squad, she’s talking about something a little 
different. With its largest freshmen class 
ever, the defending NCAA Champion Ala- 
bama gymnastics squad is split, seven new- 
comers and seven returning gymnasts. 

“With this many freshmen, we spend as 
much time in September helping them find 
their classes and the gym as do getting 
used to how things work in the gym,” Sarah 
Patterson said with a laugh. “It sure makes 
things interesting, but also exciting.” 


Alabama won the 2002 NCAA Championship in 
gymnastics and a handful of Tiders earned All- 
America, on the floor and/or academically. 
Bama’s returning All-America performers are 
(clockwise from top) Lauren Holdefer, Shannon 
Hrozek, Jeana Rice, Kristin Sterner, Michelle 
Reeser, Stephanie Kite, and Alexis Brion. 

ikes Photo 
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Alabama has seven freshmen on its roster this season. They are (clockwise from left) Mari Bayer, Lauren Pruitt, Rachael Delahoussaye, Larissa Stewart, 


Ashley Miles and Dana Pierce. Dana Filetti is in the center. 


The Tide will be led by its four returning 
All-America performers, though with seven 
freshmen, all the upperclassmen will lead at 
some point. And if the Pattersons have their 
way, even the freshmen will get into the 
leadership act as the season goes along. 

“Very rarely do we have one person be- 
come THE leader,” Sarah Patterson said. 
“And that’s by design. We want everyone's 
input and we want everyone, when she can, 
to help us take a step forward and move 
ahead. That’s part of the responsibility of 
being on this team.” 

Alabama’s lone senior, Kristin Sterner, has 
been leading both in the gym and the class- 
room, since her rookie year. The nine-time 
All-America holds a 3.9 grade point average 
in biology, and will enter medical school 
after graduation. Andreé Pickens, the most 
decorated gymnast in Alabama history, calls 
Sterner the “Quiet Storm” for the way she 
has quietly gone about racking up a hall of 
fame caliber career. 

Sterner will again see plenty of action in 
the all-around. Last season she earned All- 
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America honors on the balance beam and 
the floor exercise. She also chipped in a 
9.950 toward the Tide’s NCAA balance beam 
record at the NCAA Southeast Regional 
Championships. 

Talented all-arounder, Jeana Rice is back 
for her third season. The junior earned eight 
All-America honors in her first two seasons 
with the Tide, including three last season. In 
addition to being a 2002 All-America in the 
all-around, she picked up the honor on the 
vault and balance beam. She also was a part 
of the Tide’s NCAA record on the balance 
beam. 

Sophomore Alexis Brion made quite a 
splash in her rookie outing. She competed in 
two events at the 2002 NCAA Champion- 
ships, the vault and floor exercise, and came 
away with two All-America honors. Brion 
was a crowd favorite last year on the floor 
exercise where her infectious personality 
shone bright. 

Shannon Hrozek also earned All-America 
honors as a rookie, taking the honor on the 
balance beam. She was also a part of the 
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Tide’s NCAA record balance beam squad. 
The only freshman to see action on all four 
events last season, Hrozek could be a more 
integral part of the all-around lineup this 
season. 

Another crowd favorite on the floor exer- 
cise last season, sophomore Michelle Reeser 
wowed crowds with her big tumbling and 
won them over with her impish grin. She 
scored a team high 9.975 on the floor exer- 
cise against Auburn last season. This year 
she could see all-around duty. 

Junior Lauren Holdefer, a hometown fa- 
vorite after growing up in Northport, com- 
peted in the floor exercise and vault during 
the Tide’s march to the NCAA Champion- 
ship. She has upgraded her floor routine for 
this season and could also see action on the 
balance beam. 

Stephanie Kite is as consistent in the class- 
room as she has been on the floor exercise 
for the Tide. Kite comes into her junior sea- 
son sporting a perfect 4.0 grade point aver- 
age. In the gym, her steadiness, especially on 
the floor exercise, earned her the lead off 
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spot on that event last season. This year the camp. Pierce’s combination of power and Helping the Pattersons develop the 2003 
daughter of professional golf legend Tom grace could propel her into the all-around as edition of the Crimson Tide will be Assistant 
Kite could also see action on the balance well. She excels on all four events. Coach Bryan Raschilla who has been with 
beam. Mari Bayer was another member of the Tide for the past six seasons, giving 
Karolyi’s camp. Strong on the vault and bal- Alabama one of the most established coach- 
hile Alabama’s freshman-seven ance beam, Bayer could see all-around ac- ing staffs in the nation. Joining those three 
W:: new to the Crimson Tide, they tion as well. Bayer has surprising power to as a volunteer assistant coach is Dana 
are far from unknown in gymnas- go with her long, clean lines. Dobransky Duckworth, a former Tide na- 
tics circles. This is potentially one of the Larissa Stewart is another member of the tional champion, in her fourth year on the 
most talented classes in Alabama's storied U.S. National Team. She finished fifth on the Tide coaching staff. Andreé Pickens, two- 
gymnastics history. balance beam at the 2001 USA Champion- time NCAA Champion and captain of last 
Ashley Miles is a gymnast with big tum- ships. A graceful gymnast with extremely years NCAA Champion squad will serve as a 
bling and immense power. A four-year mem- clean lines, Stewart should be a standout on student coach. 
ber of the U.S. National team, Miles helped the uneven bars and balance beam with po- The Tide’s schedule remains one of the na- 
the United States to a bronze medal at the tential for all-around competition. tion’s toughest, made tougher by the fact 
2001 World Championships. With all- Rachael Delahoussaye, a seven-time that everyone will be gunning for the de- 
around potential, Miles’ power will be im- Louisiana State Champion, is strong on the fending national champions. After a meet 
mediately evident on the floor exercise balance beam and could also see action on the team exhibition on January 5 in 
where she does four tumbling passes, and the uneven bars and floor exercise. Lauren Coleman Coliseum, Alabama faces its first 
the vault. Pruitt led Decatur Austin High School to the three competitions on the road before open- 
No stranger to international competition, 2000 State Championship. Pruitt will look ing at home on January 31 against the 
Dana Filetti was an alternate on the U.S. to contribute mainly on the vault as a rook- Michigan Wolverines. The Tide's home slate 
World Championship squad. Another po- ie. is filled out with LSU (February 14), 
tential all-arounder, she brings a lot of grace With such a talented lineup, the challenge Auburn (March 1) and Kentucky (March 8). 
to her gymnastics. Fans will want to keep an will be developing depth and experience The Tide finishes off the regular season 
eye out for her vault, which is unique in col- throughout the season. It will take the fresh- home schedule with last year’s NCAA run- 
legiate gymnastics. men sometime to get used to collegiate gym- ner-up, the Georgia Bulldogs, on March 15. 
Another member of the U.S. National nastics where competition comes every On April 12, the Tide will host the NCAA 
Team, Dana Pierce was a member of Bela week, instead of every few months as it did Regional Championships for the eighth 
Karolyi’s famed pre-Olympic development in club gymnastics. time. 
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Track & Field Outlook: 


by Andrew Varble Il 


Both men and women 
have outstanding athletes 
for championship season 


labama has a long tradition of being 

one of the nation’s top track and 

field programs in both men’s and 
women’s competition. This season, Men’s 
Coach Harvey Glance and Women’s Coach 
Sandy Fowler undertake the challenge of 
adding to that legacy with very young 
squads. 

The challenge for Glance is replacing two 
NCAA champions and rebuilding a team 
that finished second in the nation at the 
NCAA Indoor Championships. 

“We are kind of in a rebuilding year when 
it comes to the nationals, but at the same 
time we don’t want to be rebuilding too 
long,” Glance said. “We want to be in a po- 
sition to reload like everyone else does. I 
certainly think the talent is there. We just 
need the ones who were very close a year 
ago to now Step up.” 

Glance said, “We have more balance this 
year than we do just points up top. We 
have to find a way to overcome the loss of 
both (Miguel) Pate and (Ron) Bramlett who 
scored over 20 points at nationals. We do 
have athletes who can step up.” 

Glance, along with assistants Rod Tiffin 
(jumps and field) and Joe Walker (distance 
events), won't be rebuilding from scratch. 
Easing the loss of Pate and Bramlett will be 
seven-time NCAA Champion David Kimani. 
Kimani is a dominant force in distance 
events, competing in the mile for the indoor 
season and the 3,000- and 5,000-meter runs 
in the outdoor season. 
turn as a member of the distance medley 
relay. 

“David is an NCAA champion in both in- 
doors and outdoors,” Glance said. “We are 
very fortunate to have him for another year 
and we are looking forward to him having a 


Kimani will also re- 
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David Kimani knows what it’s like to be on the medal stand at the NCAA Championships as he has 


been a champion both indoors and outdoors. 


successful season.” 

Peter Kiprono, who scored 20 points at the 
SEC Championships last season, is also re- 
turning in the distance area. Newcomer 
Peter Etoot will make his debut, while Todd 
Fayant, Kevin McDonald and newcomer 
Tyler Stanfield are all expected to help in the 
long runs. 

“Todd Fayant, who scored in the 
steeplechase last year, is returning,” Glance 
said. “Kevin McDonald is going to help us 
outdoors and in the 10,000-meter. 
Freshman Tyler Stanfield is running ex- 
tremely well. 1 think he will help us in the 
steeplechase when we move to outdoors.” 

The leading sprinters will be senior 
LaTonel Williams and newcomer Devon 
Ward. 

“LaTonel Williams came extremely close 
to scoring at the NCAA,” Glance said. “He 
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was one spot out in both indoors and out- 
doors. And a guy who will help us not only 
individually in the sprints, but in the relays 
as well is Devon Ward. He has been looking 
extremely good in practice.” 

Returning for relay duty are Roland Burks, 
Curtis McBride and O’neil Wright. Wright 
and Burks along with Kimani return from a 
distance medley relay team that finished 
third at NCAA championship meet last sea- 
son. Burks returns for Alabama off of a 
4x100 relay that earned outdoor All- 
America in 2002. 

In the field events, NCAA provisional 
qualifier Brian Rohrer, who Glance predicts 
will have a breakthrough year, returns to 
compete in the pole vault. Glance believes 
that Isaac Robinson, an SEC scorer in the 
pentathlon, is capable of qualifying for the 
NCAA meet in the long jump. Brandon Otts, 
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who scored in the pentathlon and the de- 
cathlon last year at the SEC meet, is also 
back. Glance expects Gabriel Warren to step 
up this year in the high jump. 

The Tide’s proving ground, the 
Southeastern Conference, will once again set 
the standard for the rest of the nation for 
track and field. 

“Last year the SEC had eight in the top 11 
at NCAA,” Glance said. “I don’t see that 
changing. It is undoubtedly the toughest 
conference in the country. We had nine in 
the top 15. That says a lot about what we 
go up against.” 

Glance is excited about the current and fu- 
ture prospects of the team. 

“Our relays will do well and if we have 
jumpers come through like they are capable 
of, we will be in great shape,” Glance said. 
“We just need the ones who were very close 
a year ago to step forward and move up like 
the other guys did. That’s what we are aim- 
ing for this year. 

“We are really excited about every area of 
our program and we will continue to try and 
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strengthen every area,” Glance said. 


or Fowler, the challenge of a new sea- 

son means molding a talented group 

of freshmen to a solid group or re- 
turmees. 

“We are very young this year,” Fowler 
said. “Our roster is comprised predomi- 
nantly of freshmen and sophomores. The 
exciting part is that the sophomores gained 
experience last season.” 

Perhaps the top newcomer for the Tide 
women is not an athlete but a new assistant 
coach. Sydney Cartwright joins the 
Alabama staff after serving a four-year stint 
at the University of Minnesota. 

“Coach Cartwright brings a strong back- 
ground in conditioning and training, and he 
is bringing that background to bear for the 
athletes in his program,” Fowler said. “He 
brings excellent contacts in recruiting as 
well, which will elevate the caliber of the 
program for the future.” 

Cartwright joins Fowler and Distance 
Coach Steve Keith, who is in his second year 
with the Tide and is in the process of revital- 
izing Bama’s distance crew. 

Leading the way for the Tide in the sprints 
and the hurdles will be All-America senior 
Judyth Kitson as well as sophomores 
LaTasha Pharr and Beau Walker who both 
placed at the SEC championships last sea- 
son. Fowler also expects Pharr to be “one to 
watch” in the triple jump. 

Three newcomers expected to make im- 
mediate impact in the sprints and relays are 
transfer Tahesia Harrigan, transfer Jihan 
Trone and Tissilli Rogers. Harrigan earned 
All-America and finished second in the na- 
tion in the 60-meter indoors while at 
Minnesota. Trone sat out last season after 
transferring from Kentucky. She ran NCAA 
provisional qualifying times last year and 
should make an impact this season. Rogers, 
a freshman from Marietta, Georgia, will pro- 
vide depth in the sprints and the relays. 

Fowler also feels good about the distance 
corps this season. 

“We are excited about Virnetta Green, 
who runs the 800 and the 1500 and just 
missed the finals at last year's SEC meet,” 
Fowler said. “She should be competitive 
this season. We are also excited about fresh- 
man Nicole Abram who is pushing her 
(Green).” 

Also competing in the distance events is 
Christy Fairley, a redshirt freshman who 
ranked third in the nation coming out of 
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All-America senior Judyth Kitson is expected to be a leader for the Crimson Tide women’s 


track and field team. 


high school. She could also compete in the 
400-meter. Mildred Harris, a freshman from 
Phenix City, will compete in the 400-, 800-, 
and 1500-meter runs. 

In addition to Pharr, the triple jump will 
be bolstered by Sandrine Berthol. Just a 
freshman, Berthol’s personal best of 12.96, 
would have placed in last year’s SEC cham- 
pionship meet. 

The throws will be helped with the addi- 
tion of freshmen Beth Mallory, who was 
ranked nationally in both the discus and the 
shot put and “probably the number one 
combined athlete that came out of the U.S.,” 
according to Fowler, and Aymara Albury, a 
native of the Bahamas who finished second 
in the Carifta games in both the shot and the 
discus. Both Mallory and Albury are also in 
the process of learning the hammer throw. 
They will join junior standout Natalie 
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Kinion, who is coming off a redshirt year, 
but in the past has finished second in the 
SEC in both the shot put and the javelin. 

For Fowler's squad, SEC competition will 
again provide a measuring stick for the 
women when it comes where they stand na- 
tionally. 

“1 think it is always important to be com- 
petitive in the SEC,” Fowler said. “We 
would like to finish in the top six. The SEC 
Championships are a prelude to the NCAA 
championships because of the strength of 
the conference. We have a very competitive 
schedule. When you compete against the 
best you only get better.” 

Fowler said, “I’m really excited about the 
team. We are very cohesive and very fo- 
cused. 1 want the team to be selfish on the 
track because what you do individually will 
help the team.” 
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Football Recruiting: 
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Tide Looks For Skilled Players 


by Freddie Kirby 


Bama attracts attention 
from top football prospects 


n old story had it that if a football 
A= voted on which was more im- 

portant, linemen or backs, the vote 
would always be 7-4 in favor of the linemen. 
But that goes back to a different era, when 
ends were linemen and passes were few and 
far between (and not particularly effective 
unless you had a Dixie Howell and Don 
Hutson), Now most football teams have five 
linemen, perhaps a tight end, and the vote 
on most important would favor skill posi- 
tion players, 6-5. And, yes, that’s offense 
only. The big men-linemen and lineback- 
ers-are in the majority on defense. 

But the skill position players are often the 
game-breakers, the guys who score the 
points on offense and the guys in the sec- 
ondary who must do their jobs to prevent 
game-breaking plays. 

As all major college football teams, 
Alabama is looking for top players for the 
skill position spots. A handful are already 
committed, most from within the state of 
Alabama. Jarod Parrish, a cornerback from 
Georgia, is an out-of-state star who has an- 
nounced for Bama. And Crimson Tide re- 
cruiters continue to look at top stars from 
around the country for specific needs. 

Alphabetically by states, here is a look at 
some of the top skill position players from 
outside Alabama who have expressed inter- 
est in the Crimson Tide. 

Arkansas 

Landon Leach is 6-1, 185, and runs a 4.73 
40-yard dash and is a quarterback from 
Russellville High School. He could play both 
football and baseball in college, or he may 
be drafted high enough to bypass college. 
He passed for 3,239 yards and 29 touch- 
downs, He camped at Oklahoma, Ole Miss, 
Alabama, Tennessee, and the Nike Combine 
at Stanford, In baseball the catcher batted 
465. He has an offer from Alabama in base- 
ball if he chooses the college baseball route. 
He sports a 3.8 grade point average (GPA) 
and made 20 on the ACT. The schools in 
which he has expressed an interest are 
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Oklahoma, Alabama, Arkansas, LSU, and 
Clemson. 
Florida 

Terry Arnold is a 5-10, 190, +.4 running- 
back from Lincoln in Tallahassee. He is the 
top runner on a state championship team. He 
had 789 yards and five touchdowns as a ju- 
nior, while catching 13 passes for 283 yards 
and four touchdowns. He benches 280 and 
squats 400. He has a 2.8 GPA and scored 16 
on the ACT. He has his eye on LSU (leader), 
Illinois, Georgia, Alabama, East Carolina, 
Mississippi State, and South Carolina. 

Kennard Cox is a 6-1, 185, 4.5 wide re- 
ceiver from Killian in Miami. He comes from 
a very talented family. His brother, Torie, 
plays at Pittsburgh, while his cousins, Jerel 
Hudson and Marcus Hudson, play for 
Florida State and North Carolina State. He 
had 25 catches for over 400 yards and four 
touchdowns as a junior. He is playing quar- 
terback as a senior and having a solid year. 
He camped at Miami. He benches 295, 
squats 405, and power cleans 250. He has a 
2.7 GPA and still must pass the ACT. He is 
considering Pittsburgh, Rutgers (top two), 
Florida, Alabama, and Georgia. 

Antonio Cromartie is a 6-3, 195, 4.4 wide 
receiver from Lincoln in Tallahassee. One of 
the country’s best wide receivers, he is also 
one of the fastest with a 10.7 clocking in the 
100 meters. Talk about looking ahead, he has 
indicated a desire to move to defense in col- 
lege with the belief that a big cornerback 
would make him a high NFL draft choice. 
He is the cousin of Florida’s Robert Cromar- 
tie and Gavin Dickey. He caught 15 passes 
for 280 yards and three touchdowns, while 
returning two kickoffs for touchdown. He 
has a 2.57 GPA. The three Florida schools 
(Florida, Florida State, Miami) Oklahoma, 
Michigan (10-12), Alabama (1-24), and LSU 
are all competing for his signature. 

Steve Moffett is a 6-3, 190, 4.65 quarter- 
back from Winter Park. He has a strong arm 
that threw for 2,017 yards and 18 touch- 
downs as a junior. He also rushed for 489 
yards and 12 touchdowns which is an aver- 
age of 13.6 yards per carry. He was chosen 
the quarterback MVP at Florida’s camp and 
overall MVP at Central Florida’s camp. He 
has set his five visits to Southern Miss (12- 
6), Georgia (12-13), Central Florida (1-3), 
South Carolina (1-10), and Florida (1-24). 
Alabama entered the picture late and may 
swipe a visit away from one of this group. 


Miguel Scott is a 6-1, 185, 4.5 cornerback 
from Killian in Miami. He posted 65 tackles 
and four interceptions as a junior. He has a 
32-inch vertical jump, benches 285 and 
squats 365. He sports a 2.8 GPA. He lists his 
favorites as Ohio State, North Carolina State, 
Florida, Florida State, Georgia, Alabama, 
Miami, Pittsburgh, and Boston College. 

Ernie Sims is a 6-1, 225, 4.5 linebacker 
from North Florida Christian in Tallahassee. 
He is considered the nation’s number one 
prospect. He lights up the scoreboard on of- 
fense at runningback (790 yards, 17 touch- 
downs, 9.6 yards per carry as a junior), but 
his defensive prowess leaves no doubt where 
he will line up in college. He had 164 tack- 
les, 12 sacks, 41 tackles for loss, and seven 
caused fumbles as a junior in leading his 
team to the state title. Most feel he will stay 
home and become a Florida State Seminole. 
Florida, Tennessee, Auburn, Miami, Georgia, 
Alabama, LSU, and South Carolina are press- 
ing for visits, 

Kolby Smith is a 6-0, 195, 4.4 running- 
back from Rickards in Tallahassee. He 
rushed for 947 yards and 10 touchdowns on 
just 87 carries as a junior, plus he also con- 
tributed 105 tackles and two sacks on de- 
fense at linebacker. He benches 315, squats 
435, and sports a 34-inch vertical jump. He 
is already qualified with a 2,9 GPA and an 
18 ACT. He lists Georgia as his favorite, but 
he is also interested in Notre Dame, 
Alabama, Auburn, Clemson, and Kentucky. 
He hails from the same school as present 
Alabama receiver, Antonio Carter. 

Geno Thompson is a 6-2, 180, 4.54 free 
safety from West Orange in Winter Garden. 
He racked up 87 tackles, two sacks, one in- 
lterception, and two fumble recoveries (one 
returned for touchdown). He is an honor- 
able mention all-district selection who 
sports a 3.83 GPA and scored 1090 on the 
SAT. He is getting interest from Northwest- 
ern, LSU, West Virginia, Alabama, Okla- 
homa, Wisconsin, Notre Dame, Rutgers, 
Army, Navy, and Georgia Southern. 

Georgia 

Tashard Choice is a 6-1, 200, 4.4 running- 
back from Lovejoy in Atlanta. He was all-re- 
gion on the field and has a 3.9 GPA in the 
classroom. He had 900 yards on 185 carries 
with 17 touchdowns rushing as a junior. He 
also grabbed 35 passes for 530 yards and 
four touchdowns out of the backfield. He 
added to his total by returning kickoffs for 
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482 yards. He is related to baseball great 
Tim Raines. He benches 300 (25 reps), 
squats 500, and sports a 36-inch vertical 
jump. He lists Alabama and Georgia Tech as 
his top two. Auburn, Vanderbilt, Florida, 
Virginia, and Clemson are pressing for visits. 

Emmanuel Harrell is a 5-11, 185, 4.4 wide 
receiver from LaGrange. He had 14 pass re- 
ceptions in last year’s state championship 
game. That was the finale to a great junior 
campaign in which he had 44 receptions for 
806 yards and eight touchdowns. He 
blocked four kicks as a junior. He camped at 
Auburn, but he doesn't list the Tigers among 
his favorites. He lists Georgia, Arkansas, 
Alabama, LSU, Michigan State, North 
Carolina, and South Carolina. 

Lopez Hayes is a 5-11, 185, 4.4 running- 
back from Chattooga in Summerville. In just 
six games as a junior, he rushed for 1,150 
yards and 17 touchdowns. His sophomore 
season, he played primarily on defense and 
was credited with 120 tackles and 28 tackles 
for loss. His junior year, he was consistent 
enough to manage 118 tackles and over 20 
tackles for loss. He could play a strong safe- 
ty or runningback in college. 

Patrick Jackson is a 6-2, 175, 4.9 quarter- 
back from First Presbyterian Day in Macon. 
He is an all-state and two-time all-region se- 
lection. His sophomore year he completed 
138 of 297 passes for 2,112 yards, 17 touch- 
downs with 11 interceptions. His junior year 
was better with 187 completions of 318 at- 
tempts for 2,884 yards, 28 touchdowns and 
just five interceptions. His senior year 
through eight games he has totalled 131 
completions of 214 passes for 1.822 yards, 
17 touchdowns, and 11 picks. His senior 
year he has also began scrambling some and 
has picked up 254 yards on 49 carries. He 
attended one-day camps at Alabama, 
Auburn, Florida, MTSU, Georgia Tech, and 
Central Florida, He has a 3.5 GPA and 
scored 1100 on the SAT. MTSU, Troy State, 
and Central Florida are recruiting him the 
hardest, but Alabama, Florida, Florida State, 
Georgia, Miami, and UCLA are staying in 
contact. 

Jarod Parrish is a 6-3, 180, 4.47 free safety 
from Chattooga in Summerville. He plays 
quarterback on offense and he is a free sale- 
ty on defense. He rushed for 800 yards and 
11 touchdowns as a junior, while passing for 
700 yards and five touchdowns. He snagged 
six interceptions as a junior while splitting 
time at cornerback and free safety, plus he 
had 45 tackles. His senior year numbers are 
slightly down. He has over 500 yards rush- 
ing with six touchdowns and he has passed 
for over 400 yards and eight touchdowns. 
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Jarod Parrish 


Defensively, he has four interceptions. He 
has a 37-inch vertical jump. He is also a 
standout in baseball, basketball (22 points, 
10 assists per game), and track (standing 
long jump 9-11). He was selected All-North 
Georgia. He camped at Alabama, Georgia, 
Clemson, and Vanderbilt. He benches 280, 
squats over 400, and power cleans 230. He 
sports a 3.9 GPA , scored 1040 on the SAT, 
and 21 on the ACT, He has committed to 
Alabama and is fighting off pressure from 
Tennessee and Georgia Tech to renege. 
Indiana 

Cole Seifrig is a 6-2, 190, 4.4 wide receiver 
from Heritage Hills in Lincoln City. He plays 
runningback, receiver, and free safety and 
has also thrown passes off reverses. He is a 
winner who has suffered only one defeat in 
his high school career, to the eventual state 
championship team his junior year. His 
sophomore year he threw the state title 
game-winning touchdown off a reverse. He 
is a three-year starter who blossomed in 
camps at Vanderbilt and Alabama, As a ju- 
nior he rushed 169 times for 1,321 yards 
and 24 touchdowns and caught 31 passes 
for 561 yards and three touchdowns. He is 
also an excellent kick return man. He was 
all-state and MVP of his conference. He has 
a 32-inch vertical jump. He is also a fine 
baseball player (second baseman), He 
benches 250 and squats 390. He has a 3.5 
GPA and scored 1030 on the SAT and 24 on 
the ACT. Although Bama is thought to be 
his favorite, he has a firm offer from Purdue 
and committed to the Boilermakers. 

Mississippi 
Omar Conner is a 6-1, 204, 4.5 quarter- 


back from Noxubee County in Macon. He is 
a four-sport athlete (football, basketball, 
baseball, track). He has a very strong arm 
(can throw it 70 yards in the air) and he is a 
double threat on the field. He passed in ex- 
cess of 2000 yards as a junior with 17 touch- 
downs, while rushing for over 1000 yards 
and 19 touchdowns. He sports a 31-inch 
vertical jump and is so athletic that he could 
be a star at numerous skill positions. He 
camped at Mississippi State, Ole Miss, 
Alabama, Georgia, and Jackson State. Those 
schools plus LSU, Vanderbilt, West Virginia, 
and Auburn are in contention for his ser- 
vices. Ole Miss, LSU, and Alabama are con- 
sidered his top trio. 

Cliff Davis is a 6-5, 205, 4.7 quarterback 
from Eupora. He passed for 1,500 yards and 
21 touchdowns as a junior. He has impres- 
sive showings at both the Ole Miss camp 
and the Manning Passing camp. He made 
all-district in football as a junior. He will 
have to decide between college football or 
pro baseball. He benches 270 and squats 
350. He is considering Ole Miss, Florida, 
Alabama, LSU, Mississippi State, and 
Tennessee. 

Chris Johnson is a 6-0, 165, 4.5 wide re- 
ceiver from West Bolivar in Rosedale. He 
was the leading pass receiver in Mississippi 
his junior year with 56 catches for 850 yards 
and nine touchdowns. He had a banner 
sophomore year as well, catching 39 passes 
for 790 yards and 11 scores. He has a 34- 
inch vertical jump, a 2.9 GPA and made 15 
on the ACT. He attended the Nike Camp in 
Tuscaloosa and had an impressive showing. 
He is getting attention from Ole Miss, 
Alabama, Mississippi State, LSU. Southern 
Miss, and Tulane. 

Oklahoma 

Robert Meacham is a 6-2, 202, 4.3 wide re- 
ceiver from Washington in Tulsa. One of the 
most gifted receivers in the country, he 
caught 80 passes for 1,499 yards and 15 
touchdowns, plus he rushed for 688 yards 
and 11 touchdowns on just 60 carries. He 
averages a whopping 15.6 yards everytime 
he touches the ball. He has an eye-popping 
37-inch vertical jump. He attended the Nike 
Camp at Texas A&M and showed why he is 
rated so high. He has a 3.0 GPA and is ex- 
pected to qualify. He lists Oklahoma, Miami, 
Florida, Florida State, Texas, Alabama, 
Oregon, LSU, and UCLA as his schools of 
Interest. 

South Carolina 

Terrell Allen is a 6-0, 180, 4.4 wide receiv- 
er from Byrnes in Duncan. He was the top- 
rated receiver in the Palmetto State as a ju- 
nior after he caught 36 passes for over 800 
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yards with eight touchdowns, As a senior he 
has caught 40 passes for 600 yards and four 
touchdowns. He benches 330 and squats 
400. He has a 2.8 GPA. He attended camp at 
Pittsburgh and he is originally from Queens, 
New York, and Pittsburgh is his leader. The 
Panthers, Alabama, Clemson, and South 
Carolina will get visits. Georgia has offered 
and may get the fifth. 

Demetrius Morant is a 6-0, 250, 4.6 full- 
back from Crestwood in Sumter. He carried 
the ball 293 times as a junior for 1863 yards 
and 23 touchdowns. He had over 1400 yards 
and 20 touchdowns as a sophomore rush- 
ing, plus he caught 14 passes for 230 yards 
and five touchdowns. He is considering 
Clemson, South Carolina, Alabama, Georgia, 
and North Carolina State. 

Eric Priester is a 6-5, 225, 4.7 quarterback 
from Allendale-Fairfax in Fairfax. He may 
have the strongest arm in the South, He 
threw the ball 75 yards in the air at the 
Clemson camp and he said he had a sore 
arm before the camp. He has passed for 
3078 yards and 21 touchdowns in his career. 
He has attended camps at South Carolina, 
Clemson, and the Nike at Georgia. He won 
the strongest arm award at the Nike. He is 
the brother of former Clemson tailback, 
Raymond Priester. He has a 24-inch vertical 
jump. He lists his top five as Clemson, 
Alabama, Maryland, North Carolina State, 
and Georgia Tech. 

Tennessee 

Walter Andrews is a 6-4, 200, 4.6 wide re- 
ceiver from Germantown. He caught 25 
passes for 350 yards and seven touchdowns 
as a junior in a wishbone offense. He could 
also play free safety where he stole five in- 
terceptions as a junior, He was selected to 
the all-district, all-region, and Memphis 
Area Best of the Preps (all sports involved). 
His senior year numbers were nearly a car- 
bon copy of his junior year. He has attended 
camps at Ole Miss and Team Passing camp 
at Mississippi State. He benches 245, squats 
345, and sports a 31-inch vertical jump. He 
has a 2.7 GPA and scored 19 on the ACT. He 
has expressed interest in Louisville, 
Alabama, Southern Miss, Ole Miss, and 
Mississippi State. He may choose to walk on 
at a major school as opposed to taking a 
scholarship at a smaller school. 

Taron Henry is a 6-2, 180, 4+.43 wide re- 
ceiver from Riverdale in Murfreesboro. He 
suffered a major setback his senior year in 
the first quarter of his fourth game when he 
suffered a broken leg on a late hit. He plans 
to run track in order to regain his mobility. 
As a junior he accounted for 72 per cent of 
his teams receiving yards by totalling 1,143 
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yards on 40 catches (28.6 yards per catch) 
with 13 touchdowns. He is also a star free 
safety who posted 56 tackles and five inter- 
ceptions as a junior. He was selected to the 
all-region and all-state teams his junior year. 
He has camped at Tennessee and Ole Miss. 
He benches 290 and has a 2.2 GPA. 
Tennessee, Auburn, and MTSU are leading 
Alabama, Ole Miss, Iowa, and Florida State. 

Chris Russell is a 6-2, 185, 4.43 free safety 
from Hillsboro in Nashville. He had a 
tremendous junior year by registering 32 
tackles, four interceptions (one for touch- 
down), one fumble recovery, and 25 
breakups. He missed four games due to a 
separated shoulder but still had a stellar year. 
He vertical jumps 36 inches, benches 250, 
squats 415, power cleans 250, and deadlifts 
455. Auburn leads Ole Miss, Alabama, 
Florida and Notre Dame. Tennessee is his fa- 
vorite, but the Vols have not offered. 

Texas 

Daniel Carson is a 6-2, 190, 4.68 quarter- 
back from Lake Highland in Richardson. An 
all-city first team quarterback who played in 
a predominantly running attack his junior 
year, he averaged about 10 passes a game 
and managed to complete 63 of 120 passes 
for three touchdowns with five intercep- 
tions. He rushed for 102 yards (including 
sacks) and two touchdowns. He accounted 
for around 500 yards of total offense as a ju- 
nior. He hails from the same school as [or- 
mer Alabama linebacker John Walters. He 
benches 245, squats 405, and sports a 30- 
inch vertical jump. He has a 3.8 GPA. He is 
getting attention from Alabama, LSU, Ole 
Miss, Texas Tech, and Fresno State. He says 
if he has to walk on to start his college ca- 
reer, it will be Alabama. 

Matt Flynn is a 6-2, 218, 4.6 quarterback 
from Robert E. Lee in Tyler. He completed 
101 of 199 passes for 1,650 yards, 13 touch- 
downs, and nine interceptions as a junior. 
His father, Alvin Flynn, played quarterback 
at Baylor in the late 1960s. He has camped 
at Baylor, Texas A&M. and SMU and the 
Alabama Mini Camp. He benches 250, 
squats 390, and power cleans 270. He has a 
3.0 GPA and has made 1020 on the SAT. He 
has committed to LSU, but Alabama is stay- 
ing in contact in case he changes his mind. 

Brett Hicks is a 6-4, 185, 4.65 quarterback 
from Bandera. He completed 68 of 128 pass- 
es (53 per cent) for 1.250 yards and 10 
touchdowns as a junior, He also rushed 64 
times for 550 yards, 8.6 yards per carry. He 
has camped at Boston College, Alabama, 
Oklahoma State, and Texas A&M. He has a 
3.75 GPA and has made 1180 on the SAT. 
He has his eyes on Alabama, Oklahoma, 


Arizona, Missouri, Tulane, New Mexico, and 
Houston. 

Willie Hordge is a 5-9, 181, 4.3 wide receiv- 
er from Forest Brook in Houston. He may be 
the fastest high school prospect in the United 
States. He is one of the top ten sprinters in the 
country and he is a member of the World 
Junior USA Track Team. He has been clocked 
at 10.16 in the hundred meters (wind aided). 
second in the state of Texas. He had 13 recep- 
tions for 285 yards as a junior playing on an 
option team. He did run four reverses for 
touchdowns, plus he had two kickoff returns 
for scores. Despite his lofty potential on of- 
fense, he prefers to play cornerback in college 
where he grabbed two interceptions from his 
free safety slot. He made all-district at corner- 
back as a sophomore and all-district at receiv- 
er his junior year. He is considering Texas 
A&M, Alabama, Colorado, TCU, Nebraska, 
Tennessee, Florida State, and Florida. 

Marcus Johnson is a 6-1, 175, 4.4 quarter- 
back from Abilene. He was all-district after a 
stellar junior year. He passed for 1,713 yards 
and 14 touchdowns as a junior, while rush- 
ing for 853 yards and 10 touchdowns. He 
totalled 2,233 yards and 24 touchdowns. He 
benches 255 and squats 380. He has a 3.0 
GPA and has scored 980 on the SAT, He has 
committed to Okahoma but said he still may 
visit Alabama. 

Ernest Mason is a 5-11, 175, 4.3 wide re- 
ceiver from Dunbar in Fort Worth. He has 
been electronically timed at 10.4 in the 100 
meters and 20.9 in the 200, On the football 
field, he is a triple threat who plays receiver, 
cornerback, and kick returner. He had 25 re- 
ceptions for 470 yards and eight touch- 
downs, while posting four interceptions on 
defense his junior year. His senior year he 
has 25 receptions for 419 yards and 11 
touchdowns. He was getting nationwide 
attention before he narrowed it to Alabama, 
LSU, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Purdue. He sur- 
prised many when he committed to 
Wisconsin. Tide coaches are staying in con- 
tact in case he has a change of heart. 

Michael Turner is a 5-10, 180, 4.4 run- 
ningback from Dunbar in Fort Worth. He 
rushed for 1,956 yards and 29 touchdowns 
as a junior and so far as a senior he has ac- 
cumulated 855 yards and 14 touchdowns. 
He has a 28-inch vertical jump, a 275 bench 
press, and a +75 squat. He carries a 2.9 GPA. 
He is being courted by Alabama, LSU, 
Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Colorado, Texas 
A&M, lowa, Arkansas, Texas Tech, and 
TCU. He lists Wisconsin, LSU, Alabama, 
and Oklahoma as his top four. 

Virginia 
Brett Weyman is a 6-3, 225, 4.5 quarter- 
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back from Fork Union Military Academy. He 
is a high school senior who is competing 
with players at the prep school level, general- 
ly at least one year older. He played last sea- 
son at Old Farms Prep School in Avon, 
Connecticut, and had a very good year. He 
passed for 1,520 yards and 13 touchdowns in 
his first full year at quarterback. He has 
camped at South Carolina and Maryland. He 
lists his top schools as Arizona, Alabama, 
Maryland, Purdue, Miami, and UCLA. North 
Carolina and Stanford are others who are in- 
terested. 


ide Notes: Alabama has received its 

| 14th commitment with the announce- 

ment that wide receiver/defensive 

back William Roach of Killen Brooks will 

sign with Bama in February. The 6-1, 190- 

pounder, who plays quarterback in high 

school, is the brother of Tide middle 
linebacker Freddie Roach. 

Roach, who is ranked the number four safe- 
ty prospect in the South and number nine in 
the nation by ThelInsiders.com, admitted he 
had considered an offer from Tennessee. 


However, Alabama's performance on the field 
turned the tide for the Crimson Tide. “The 
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recruiting process was getting kind of hectic,” 
he said. “I started thinking about it harder 
after the Alabama-LSU game. Alabama 
showed that they are on top and it made my 
decision easier.” 

He added that brother Freddie told him, 
“You made a good decision.” 

Previously announced as having committed 
to Bama are: 

Tailback Tim Castille of Birmingham, ath- 
lete DJ. Chambers of Highland Home, athlete 
Chris Felder of Camden, defensive lineman 
Andraus Grace of Fort Meade, Florida, safety 
Eric Gray of Trinity, defensive lineman 
Michael Hill of Smiths, defensive end Mario 
Lane of Montgomery, defensive tackle 
Dominic Lee of Birmingham, fullback LeRon 
McClain of Northport, offensive lineman 
Justin Moon of Guntersville, tailback Eric 
Packer of Camden, cornerback Jarod Parrish 
of Summerville, Georgia, and offensive tackle 
Travis West of Laurel, Mississippi. 

Bama has 18 scholarships to award this 
year. It is possible that one or more could be 
used for players who signed last year 
(linebacker Earnest Nance of Courtland 
and/or defensive end Chris Browder of 
Camden). 


Come Out and Play at 


Lagoon Park 


Montgomery, Alabama 


by Golf Digest 


Eastern Bypass 


E> Rated one of the Top 50 Public Courses 


E> 113 yard, par 12 championship course 
E> Open Wednesday - Monday 

c> Special Large Group Events on Tuesday 
=> Kide and play for between $27 and $32 
> Seniors/Juniors Discounted Annual Fees 
E> Lagoon Park Grill with Catering Available 
E> Located 3 miles north of 1-85, just off 


(334) 271-7000 


Weekdays 7am to dark 
Weekends 6:30am to dark 


Visit our website: http://parks.ci.montgomery.al.us/golf/ 
A facility of the City of Montgomery Pa 
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Scheduled to make recruiting visits to 
Alabama on the weekend of December 6 are 
defensive lineman Michael Hill (who is com- 
mitted to Bama) and linebacker Mitchell 
Thomas from Smiths Station. Expected to 
visit the weekend of December 13 are defen- 
sive tackle Sean Merrill of D'Iberville, 
Mississippi, and defensive end Tez Doolittle 
of Opelika. 

We have previously covered the top 
prospects in Alabama and the top big men 
(linemen, linebackers and tight ends) outside 
Alabama. However, since our out-of-state big 
men report, we have learned of the Tide's in- 
terest in Andre Fluellen, a 6-3, 275-pound de- 
fensive tackle at Cartersville (Georgia). He 
runs a 4.9 40. He is smart (3.4 GPA and 1090 
SAT) and strong (bench press 335, squat 505, 
power clean 345). Although he has the quick- 
ness for defensive end, he is expected to be a 
tackle in college. He posted 88 tackles and 
eight sacks as a junior, then he followed that 
as a senior with 91 tackles and 11 sacks. He is 
also a starting offensive guard who graded at 
88 per cent his senior year. He plans to visit 
South Carolina, Vanderbilt, Alabama, Florida, 
and Maryland. Georgia, Tennessee, and North 
Carolina are still pushing. 
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Football Update: 


a Lee 
Things Have Way Of Working Out 


by J.E. Lisby 


Alabama-Oklahoma will play again next year; Tide has number of candidates for honors 


ometimes, no matter how much [ans 
Ss and fret, things have a way of 

working themselves out. So it is with 
Alabama's 2003 football schedule. 

On November 14 Oklahoma released its 
upcoming schedule and there listed for next 
September 6 was “Alabama @ Tuscaloosa.” 

‘Bama had reported earlier that Oklahoma 
had concerns about playing both Alabama 
and UCLA (not to mention Fresno State) as 
out-of-conference games next season and that 
the Sooners had explored the possibility of 
postponing their trip to Tuscaloosa next year. 

Alabama fans had shown great support of 
the Crimson Tide in grabbing every tick- 
et-with a $50 face value-and making the 
trek to Norman for this year’s game. 
According to Oklahoma writers, the Tide’s 
caravan of recreational vehicles was the 
biggest visiting contingent ever to arrive on 
campus. Alabama Athletics Director Mal 
Moore had told Oklahoma that if they want- 
ed to postpone the game, it would be 
Oklahoma's responsibility to find a suitable 
replacement opponent [or the Tide. Even 
then the game would eventually be played 
in Tuscaloosa, in about 2009. 

Information is that Oklahoma didn’t really 
make much of an effort to find a replace- 
ment. Moore had made it clear that “suit- 
able” meant a major college team, not one of 
the many mid-majors. 

The Birmingham Business Journal quoted 
Oklahoma Media Relations Director Kenny 
Mossman, as saying, “I don’t think attempts 
at finding a replacement have been tremen- 
dously overt. There may haye been some 
discussion along those lines. But our 
intention has always been to play the game.” 

That means next year’s schedule, as this 
year’s, has as marquee non-conference at- 
tractions the Oklahoma Sooners, this time 
in Tuscaloosa, and the Hawaii Rainbow 
Warriors, again in Honolulu as a 13th game. 


arly this season the Tide lost to 
| ee 37-27, in a contest that 
was much closer than the final score. 
But since that time Alabama has gotten 


steadily better, recently clinching the best 
record in the SEC’s Western Division and 
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Dennis Franchione 


climbing into the Associated Press Top Ten. 
Tide Head Coach Dennis Franchione 
preaches “team” constantly, but good squads 
are made up of talented players. And 
Alabama has numerous players worthy of 
post-season honors. 

The Tide has played very well on both 
sides of the ball, but with the top-ranked 
stop unit in the nation, there's lite doubt 
that defense has led the way. And it all starts 
up front with Jarret Johnson, Kenny King 
and Kindal Moorehead. Alabama’ triplet se- 
nior starting defensive linemen have been a 
force to be reckoned with all season. 
Especially tough against the run, they 
helped hold six of Bama’s first nine oppo- 
nents to less than 60 yards rushing, includ- 
ing minus 23 by Oklahoma. Both Johnson 
and King are on the Outland Trophy watch 
list, and Moorehead probably would have 
been had he not battled injuries the last two 
years. 

Johnson has been the heart and soul of 
this Bama defense. He was voted team cap- 
tain as a junior and is regarded as a bona 
fide NFL prospect. Capable of playing inside 
or out, King has been the leading tackler on 


the defensive line all season—no small feat 
for a nose tackle. A marketing major, King is 
also a two-time Academic All-SEC pick. 
Despite weighing more than 300 pounds, 
Moorehead is cat-quick and possibly the top 
pro prospect on the squad. A fixture on All- 
Southeastern Conference squads throughout 
his career, Moorehead is finally healthy and 
enjoying one of his best seasons. He has 
been the team leader in both sacks and quar- 
terback pressures. 

The 2002 Tide linebacking corps is talent- 
ed and deep, but junior Brooks Daniels has 
been the unit leader. Playing rover—-a posi- 
tion part linebacker, part safety and part de- 
fensive end—Brooks is on target to break the 
100-tackle mark for the second year in a 
row. Named to the pre-season All-SEC 
squad, Daniels has nine career double-figure 
tackle games, including 16 in the season 
opener versus MTSU and 11 versus Georgia 
and Mississippi. 

No unit of Bama’s defense is more im- 
proved than the secondary, and Gerald 
Dixon has been the unit mainstay. His first- 
quarter 66-yard touchdown return of a fum- 
bled lateral set the tone for Bama’s streak- 
ending victory over Tennessee in Knoxville. 

Alabama's attack troops have been very 
good, at or near the top in SEC total offense 
statistics all year. But interestingly, the Tide 
coaches have spread the wealth around so 
much among their receivers, running backs 
and tight ends, that precious few Bama 
names can be found among the conference 
leaders. 

Touting all five starting linemen for post- 
season honors, there is no doubt the Tide 
staff believes its offensive linemen deserve 
much of the credit. Senior center Alonzo 
Ephraim is headed for his second-straight 
All-SEC selection. Through 11 games he had 
148 knockdown blocks. Next to him at 
strong guard, [ellow senior Marico Portis is 
probably the least appreciated of Bama’s 
blockers, A starter the last two seasons, 
Portis has graded nearly 100 per cent in 10 
games. Portis is a powerful run blocker. 

All three of Bama’s sophomore offensive 
line starters deserve consideration. National 
and SEC Freshmen All-Americas last season, 
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quick tackle Wesley Britt and quick guard 
Justin Smiley are developing into dominant 
players. At strong tackle, Evan Mathis won 
Player of the Game honors against LSU. In 
813 snaps this season, Britt has given up 
only one sack. With two games left on the 
season, Britt, Smiley and Mathis had 167, 
146 and 132 knockdown blocks respectively. 

Because the Tide's offensive production is 
so diversified, tailback/A-Back Shaud 
Williams doesn't get nearly the recognition 
he deserves. In addition to running the foot- 
ball, Williams is an excellent receiver, and 
the junior transfer also returns punts. He 
has been the Tide’s leader in rushing, all- 
purpose yards, and average per carry. 

Several Tide players deserve consideration 
for All-Freshman honors, including starter 
Freddie Roach, sometime starters Brodie 
Croyle and Charlie Peprah, and backup 
DeMeco Ryans. 

Roach has started almost every game al 
middle linebacker, and is the Tide's sixth- 
leading tackler. He had a 41-yard intercep- 
tion return for a touchdown against MTSU, 
Peprah has started eight of 11 games at the 
pivotal cornerback slot. An excellent athlete 
with a knack for making the big play, Peprah 
has three interceptions, which he has re- 
turned for 90 yards, and one forced fumble. 
Having started two games in relief of the in- 
jured Tyler Watts, Brodie Croyle has more 
than lived up to his billing as an excellent 
thrower, He has averaged over 18 yards per 


Date nd Pia 
Mi 


August 31 iddle Tennessee State 
September 7 Oklahoma 
September 14 North Texas 
September 21 Southern Miss 
September 28 Arkansas 
October 5 Georgia 
October 19 Mississippi (Homecoming) 
October 26 Tennessee 
November 2 Vanderbilt 
November 9 = Mississippi State 
November 16 LSU 
November 23. Auburn 


November 30 


Tentative 2003 Schedule 


Date Opponent Site 

August 30 South Florida Birmingham 
September 6 Oklahoma Tuscaloosa 
September 13. Kentucky Tuscaloosa 
September 20 Northern IllinoisTuscaloosa 


Hawaii 


September 27 Arkansas Tuscaloosa 
October 4+ Georgia Athens 
October 11 Southern Miss Tuscaloosa 
October 18 Mississippi Oxford 
October 25 Tennessee Tuscaloosa 


November 8 Mississippi State Starkville 
November 15 LSU Tuscaloosa 
November 22 Auburn Auburn 
November 29 Hawaii Honolulu 
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2002 Alabama Football Results 


completion. Croyle was almost certain to be- 
come only the second Alabama freshman to 
pass for 1,000 yards in a season. As a key re- 
serve off the bench at linebacker—and one of 
only two true freshmen to see action this 
year—DeMeco Ryans has displayed maturity 
beyond his years. Ryans has seen action in 
every Tide game, totaling 24 tackles and one 
fumble recovery. 

Talented players are essential to success. 
But even a squad of all-stars will flop without 
proper coaching. Early in the season most of 
the SEC Coach of the Year talk centered 
around either Guy Morriss of Kentucky or 
Mark Richt of Georgia. Both are deserving, 
but as the 2002 season has worn along, 
Alabama's Dennis Franchione has drawn 
praise nationally for the job he’s done under 
the absolute toughest of circumstances. At 
the start of the year, the consensus from pun- 
dits was that after a loss or two, the Crimson 
Tide would inevitably fali apart. With no 
bowl game or conference title to shoot for, 
the players would quit. Of course that as- 
sumption didn’t account for Coach Fran, or 
his staff. All Franchione has done is keep his 
team focused every week. Having improved 
steadily throughout the season, no team in 
the nation is playing better football on both 
sides of the ball. A two-time nominee for the 
Paul W. Bryant Coach of the Year honor al- 
ready in his career, with all due respect to the 
others under consideration, no coach in the 
country has done a better job. 


Site Result (Attendance) 
Birmingham 39-34 (80,091) 
Norman 27-37 (75,564) 
Tuscaloosa 33-7 (79,818) 
Tuscaloosa 20-7 (83,818 
Fayetteville 30-12 (73,551) 
Tuscaloosa 25-27 (83,818) 
Tuscaloosa 42-7 (83,818) 
Knoxville 34-14 (107,722 
Nashville 30-8 (36.407) 
Tuscaloosa 28-14 (83,818) 
Baton Rouge 31-0 (92,012) 
Tuscaloosa 7-17 (84,818) 


Honolulu 6:45 CST/ESPN 


Tentative 2004 Schedule 


Date Opponent Site 
September + Western Carolina Tuscaloosa 


September 11 Mississippi Tuscaloosa 
September 18 Penn State State College 
September 25 Arkansas Fayetteville 


October 2 South Carolina Tuscaloosa 
October 9 Kentucky Lexington 
October 16 Southern Miss Tuscaloosa 
October 23 Tennessee Knoxville 
November 6 Mississippi State Tuscaloosa 
November 13. LSU Baton Rouge 
November 20 Auburn Tuscaloosa 
SEC Championship Game 


December + TBA Atlanta 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


Call Today! 
1-800-713-2261 


e Subscribe 

e Re-New 

° Gilt 
Subscriptions 


A subscription to "BAMA, INSIDE 
THE CRIMSON TIDE, is the best way 
for Alabama fans to keep up 
with their favorite team. 

*BAMaA includes 10 magazines 
and e-mail newsletters after 
every football game. 

While the emphasis is on foot- 
ball and football recruiting, ALL 
Alabama men’s and women’s 
sports are covered. 

And no one covers recruiting, 
before and after the signing 
dates, like BAMA. 

Use our convenient toll free 
telephone number to subscribe, 
re-new your subscription, or to 
give a gift to a Crimson Tide fan. 
Gift subscriptions include a card 
announcing your generosity. 

(Telephone orders VISA and 
MasterCard only.) 

Or you may FAX your credit 
card order to 1-205-345-1260 or 
mail your check for $35 per sub- 
scription (Alabama residents 
must include an additional $2 
for sales tax) to 


*BAMA 
PO. Box 86 6104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 


2002-03 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Gymnastics 


Men’s Basketball 


Date Opponent 
97 EA Sports (Exh,) 94 
72 Athletes In Action (Exh.) 71 
Coaches Vs. Cancer Classic 
@ Madison Square Garden, New York 
68 Oklahoma 62 


82 Alabama State 56 
Noy. 25 Middle Tennessee State 7:00/CSS 
Basketball Hall Of Fame Classic 
@ Springfield, Mass. 


Nov. 29. Ohio State 6:00/ESPN 
Dee. 3. North Carolina-Greensboro 7:30 
Dec. 7 St. Bonaventure TBA/CSS 

Coors Classic @ Mobile 

Dec. 14 Bowling Green TBA/CSS 

Dec. 21 Providence 2:00/FoxSS 

Dec. 23 Morehead State 7:00 

Dec. 30 @Utah TBA/FoxSS 
Jan. 4+ Xavier 7:00 
Jan. 8 Arkansas 7:00 
Jan. 11 @ Vanderbilt TBA/SEC-TV 
Jan. 15 Mississippi State 7:00/J-P Sports 
Jan. 18 @ Auburn TBA/J-P Sports 

Jan. 21 @ Mississippi TBA/ESPN 
Jan. 25 Kentucky TBA/ESPN 
Feb, 1 LSU TBA/SEC-TV 
Feb, 3 @ Arkansas 7:00/J-P Sports 
Feb. 8 @ Florida TBA/CBS 

Feb. 15 Auburn TBA 

Feb. 18 Georgia 6:00/ESPN 

Feb. 22 @ Tennessee TBA/J-P Sports 

Feb. 26 @ Mississippi State7:00/]-P Sports 
Mar. 2 Mississippi TBA/CBS 
Mar, 5 South Carolina 7:00 
Mar.8 @LSU TBA 

Mar, 13- SEC Tournament 
Mar. 16 @ New Orleans TBA 


Men’s Swimming 


Date Opponent Time (CT) 
152 @ Louisiana-Monroe 6l 
155 @ LSU 103 
110 @.Delta State 23 
94 NW Missouri State 39 
@ Cleveland, Miss. 
Novy, 22- World Cup All Day 


Nov. 23. @ Long Island, N.Y. 


Dec. 6-8 Georgia Invitational All Day 
Jan. 10 @ Georgia 4:00 
Jan. 12 @ Georgia Tech 1:00 
Jan. 25 Florida 4:00 
Jan. 31 Auburn 4:00 

Feb. 1 South Carolina 1:00 
Feb. 19-22. SEC Championships All Day 
@ Auburn 
Feb. 28- Last Chance TBA 
Mar. 1 @TBA 
Mar. 9 Last Chance TBA 

Mar. 27- NCAA Championships 
Mar. 29 @ Austin, Texas All Day 

Apr. 1-5 USS National Championships 

@ Indianapolis All Day 
34+ 


Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST 

72 Premier Players (Exh,) 78 

102 Berry College (Exh.) 50 

68 @ Samford 46 

Nov. 26 Birmingham-Southern 7:00 
UT-San Antonio Tipoff Classic 

Noy. 29 Texas-San Antonio 7:00 

Noy, 30 Stephen F Austin 4:00 

Dec. 3 Providence 7:00 


East Carolina Invitational @ Greenville 


Dec. 7 Liberty Noon 
Dec. 8 East Carolina or 

Bethune-Cookman12:00 or 2:00 

Dec. 16 [llinois-Chicago 7:00 

Dec. 18 @ South Alabama 7:00 

Dec. 21 BYU @ Albuquerque TBA 


St. Peter's Holiday Classic @ Jersey City, NJ. 


Dec. 29 St. Peters, Akron or Bucknell TBA 
Dec. 30 St. Peter's, Akron or BucknellTBA 

Jan, +4 @ Houston 2:00 
Jan, 12) @ Kentucky (Fox SSTV) 2:00 
Jan. 16 Tennessee 7:00 
Jan. 19° @ Auburn 2:00 
Jan, 23 Georgia 7:00 
Jan, 26 @ Mississippi 2:00 
Jan, 30 @ Mississippi State 

Feb, 2 Arkansas 2:00 

Feb,6 @ Vanderbilt 7:00 

Feb. 9 South Carolina 2:00 
Feb. 13. @LSU 7:00 
Feb. 16 Florida 2:00 
Feb, 23 Kentucky 2:00 
Feb. 27 Auburn 7:00 

Mar.2 @ Arkansas 2:00 
Mar. 6- SEC Tournament 

Mar.9 @ Little Rock TBA 


Women’s Swimming 


Date Opponent Time (CT) 
72 @ Louisiana-Monroe 139 
Oct. 25-26 @ Dallas Classic Fifth 
154 @ LSU 127 
137 Arkansas @ Baton Rouge 146 
107 @ Della State 25 
94 NW Missouri State 39 
@ Cleveland, Miss, 

Nov. 22- World Cup All Day 
Nov. 23 @ Long Island, N.Y, 

Dec. 6-8 Georgia Invitational All Day 
Jan. 10 @ Georgia 4:00 
Jan. 12. @ Georgia Tech 1:00 
Jan. 25 Florida 4:00 
Jan. 31 Auburn 4:00 

Feb. | South Carolina 1:00 
Feb, 19-22. SEC Championships All Day 
@ Auburn 
Feb. 28- Last Chance [BA 
Mar. 1 @TBA 
Mar. 9 Last Chance TBA 

Mar. 20- NCAA Championships 

Mar. 22 @ Auburn All Day 


USS National Championships 
@ Indianapolis All Day 


Date 
Jan. 5 
Jan. 11 


Jan, 18 
Jan. 24 
Jan. 26 
Jan. 31 


March 1 

Mar. 8 
Mar, 15 
Mar. 21 
Mar. 29 


Apr. 12 


Apr. 24- 
Apr. 26 


Opponent Time (CST) 
Meet The Team TBA 
Super Six Challenge 3:00 
@ Athens, Georgia 

@ Georgia 6:00 
@ Arkansas 7:00 
@ Nebraska 2:00 
Michigan 7:00 
@ Denver 7:00 
LSU 7:00 
@ Florida 6:00 
Auburn 7:00 
Kentucky 2:00 
Georgia 7:00 
@ Auburn 7:00 
SEC Championships 7:00 
@ Birmingham 

NCAA Region IV 6:00 
@ Coleman Coliseum 

NCAA Championships TBA 


@ Lincoln, Nebraska 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date 
Jan. 18 
Jan. 24-25 


Feb. 8 
Feb. 14-15 
Feb, 15 


Feb, 21 
Feb. 28- 
Mar, | 
Mar. 8 


Mar. 14-15 


Event 

SEC Challenge @ Fayetteville 
Air Force Invitational 

@ Colorado Springs, Colo. 
@ Florida Invitational 

@ Iowa State Invitational 
Armory Invitational 

@ New York 

@ LSU Twilight 

SEC Championships 

@ Gainesville 

Last Chance 

@ Ames, lowa or 

South Bend, Indiana 
NCAA Championships 

@ Fayetteville 


Women’s Indoor 


Date 

Jan. 18 
Jan. 25 
Feb. 8 
Feb. 14-15 


Feb. 28- 
Mar. | 
Mar. 6 
Mar. 7 


Mar, 14-15 


Track 


Event 

@ North Carolina 

SEC Quad @ Lexington 
@ Nebraska Invitational 
Armory Invitational 

@ New York 

SEC Championships 

@ Gainesville 

Last Chance 

@ Gainesville 

lowa State Last Chance 

@ Ames, lowa 

NCAA Championships 

@ Fayetteville 
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PURCHASEAMT FREIGHT ORDER ONLINE AT —— 
«3  %» WW'W.GAMEDAYESSENTIALS.COM Ae 
OR CALL TOLL FREE Nag 
1-866-893-2839 ALABAMA 


between 8:30am & 5:00pm cst mon-fri 


In 1984, a movie about 


Paul “Bear” Bryant 
was released. 


IT’S BACK! 
Order Now “; Lagttage 


Ze. 
yl ip! L tq ©» 
GR “etc, 


f 


“The Bear” VHS or DVD Collector’s Set includes: 
@The 1984 Movie, “The Bear” 
eThree “Limited Edition” 11x14 framable prints: 


2 Movie Marquee and a Portrait of Coach Bryant 


Get it all for just 
$45 50 


(VHS) (DVD) 
Shipping included! 


Phone: (813) 969 -1414 
Internet: www.thebearincorporated.com 
Check/Money Order: 
The Bear, Inc.,14709 Carnation Dr. Tampa, FL 33613 


join THE PUN, ORING THE FaMityy 


MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA. 


THURSDAY: Dec. 51TH - 6:30 pm - HOLIDAY PARADE 


Down DEXTER FROM THE STATE Capitot to Court Square 


JOIN SANTA AND A HOST OF OTHER 
IN SALUTING THE HOLIDAYS 


s B hs 
THE Se 


The way we see it, your license is the most important thing in 


your wallet. So get the most out of it. With the bold Magnum 


power of Dodge Ram. The corner-hugging agility of Stratus, 


Oo 


The fugged capability of Durango. Even Caravan has all the 


right moves. For more, visit or call 


ADRIVER’S LICENSE ~ 
IS A TERRIBLE THING 
TO WASTE. 


‘ ts 


- 
eA 


Caravan 


Stratus 


GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


DODGE 


Rhee 


a 


